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S  the  Unhappy  are  entitled  to  Com¬ 


panion,  and  Dili  refs  of  every  Kind 


X  -a.  affords  a  juft  Claim  to  Commife- 
ration,  you  cannot  be  offended  at  any  At¬ 
tempt  to  remove  the  Inquietude  of  Mind 
that  may  been  occafioned  by  your  late 
Sentence,  or  at  my  endeavouring  to  alle¬ 
viate  the  Smart,  by  pouring  in  the  Balm 
of  Confolation.  Misfortunes  brought  up¬ 
on  ourfclves  by  Rafhnefs  and  Folly,  are 
too  often  treated  with  Negledt,  and  even 
with  Ridicule  ;  but  the  Man  of  tiue  Hu¬ 
manity  will  feel  for  Diftrefs  however  it  is 
occafioned  ;  and  the  compaffionate  Judge 


B 


will 


* 


Will  ever  be  fenfible  of  the  tender  Emo- 
Uons  of  Pity  for  the  Criminal  whom  he  is 
obliged,  by  she  Laws  of  Humanity,  as 
well  as  thole  of  his  Country,  to  condemn. 

from  thefe  Confiderations,  Sir,  you 
may  expedl  all  the  Candour,  and  all  the 
Lenity,  that  your  Situation  demands,  and 
I  mail  not  difappoint  thele  |uft  Expecta¬ 
tions.  I  am  not  afraid  to  fay,  that  I  have 

a  warm,  an  ardent  Love  of  Liberty.  This 

I  confider  as  the  invaluable  Privilege  of 
every  Briton  •  a  Privilege  purchafed  by 
the  blood  and  Treafures  of  our  Anceftors  • 
and  which,  I  hope,  in  Spite  of  all  Op-’ 
pofition,  will  be  handed  down  to  our  lateft 
Poflerit}o  A  confderable  Branch  of  *!s 
inelamable  Bleffing  is  the  Liberty  of  the 
1  refs,  which  ought  to  be  ever  facred;  and 

every  Attempt  to  fupprefs  it,  will  be  re- 

iented  by  a  free  People. 

Jn  this  every  honeft  Briton  will  agree 
with  me.  But  it  may  be  neceflary  here  to 
confider  more  attentively  the  Nature  of 
Liberty,  ,and  in  what  this  -Bleffing,  fo 
juftly  dear  to  every  Man  born  in  this  hap- 
Py  Bland,  muft  confift.  Civil  Liberty 
then,  is  the  free  Power  of  doing  every 

ling  we  pieafe,  that  is  not  inconfiflent 

with 
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with  the  Laws  which  we  ourfelves  have 
made  by  our  Reprefentatives ;  or,  in 
other  Words,  the  free  Power  of  doing 
what  is  neither  inconfiftent  with  the  Tran¬ 
quility  and  Happinefs  of  the  State,  or  of 
any  Individual  :  For  none  can  pretend 
that  he  has  a  Right  to  violate  the  Laws, 
to  raife  a  Sedition,  to  plunder  or  cut  the 
Throat  of  his  Neighbour,  whenever  he 
pleafes :  A  Man  is  indeed  left  at  Liberty 
to  do  what  he  chufes ;  but  if  he  abufes 
this  Freedom,  by  committing  a  Robbery 
or  Murder,  none  will  condemn  the  Laws 
which  bring  him  to  juftice.  Thus,  by 
the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  we  have  the 
Power  of  communicating  our  Thoughts 
to  the  Public,  on  any  Subjed,  without 
our  being  obliged  to  fubjed  them  to  the 
Infpedion  of  a  Licencer  of  the  Prefs ;  but 
if  we  abufe  this  Liberty,  by  endeavouring 
to  debauch  the  Morals  of  the  People,  ot¬ 
to  raife  an  Infurredion,  none  fure  will 
blame  the  Government  for  interpofing, 
and  preventing  the  People  from  being 
deluded  by  Falfhood  and  Calumny,  and 
inflamed  by  Sedition.  The  Liberty  oi 
the  Prefs  has  therefore  its  Limits,  like 
Liberty  of  Adion ;  it  cannot  give  us  a 
Right  to  violate  the  Laws,  to  ftrive  to 
overturn  a  Frame  of  Government  the  mod 
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pd  Tcct  and  excellent,  or  to  incite  the 
People  to  life  in  Rebellion  again  ft 
Meafures  in  tbemielves  the  moil  wife¬ 
ly  adapted  to  promote  the  general  Hap- 
pinef?.  Thus  while  a  Perfon  is  juftly 
liable  to  be  punifhed  for  faying  any  Thing 
to  the  Prejudice  of  the  meaneft  Tradef- 
man,  or  the  lowed:  Mechanic,  it  cannot 
be  thought  an  Injury  to  the  Liberty  of 
the  I  rels,  to  pumfh  one  who  has,  in 
1  rim,  defamed  and  mifreprefented,  in 
tim  giofllft  Manner,  all  who  have  been 
concerned  in  the  Government  for  thefe 
feventy  Years  part,  who  fhatched  the 
Laurels  won  by  cur  Patriots  and  Generals, 
and  offered  the  mod:  virulent  and'  inve- 
nomed  Auufe,  tne  mod  flagrant  Infults 

on  his  prefent  Majedy,  and  his  royal 
Father. 

You  will  be  apt  to  imagine,  that  I  have 
now  rambled  far  from  my  Subiedt ;  but 
the  above  {Definitions  of  Liberty  are  only 
given,  to  fhew  you  what  little  Reafon  you 
have  to  complain  of  Severity  ;  and  to  af¬ 
ford  you  the  high  Satisfaction  and  Com¬ 
fort  you  mud  certainly  feel,  when  you 
reflect  what  would  have  been  your 
dreadful  Fate,  had  you  lived  in  the 
Ivugn  of  the  Stuarts ,  when,  according 

to 
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to  you,  Liberty  and  Happinefs  fhone  m 
all  their  Luftre. 

In  thofe  bleffed,  in  thofe  defirable 
Times,  fo  much  extolled  by  you,  there 
was  not  the  leaf!  Shadow  of  this  Liberty, 
which  is  now  enjoyed  in  its  fulled:  Ex¬ 
tent.  In  the  Reign  of  Charles  I.  *  a  De¬ 
cree  was  made  in  the  Star-Chamber  to 
thisEffed.  “  That  none  fhall  prefume 
“  to  print  any  Book  or  Pamphlet  what- 
“  foever,  unlefs  it  be  firft  licenfed  by  the 
•  “  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  or  the  Bi- 
“  fhop  of  London  for  the  Time  being, 
cc  or  by  their  Appointment ;  and  within 
“  the  Limits  of  either  Univerfity,  by  the 
“  Chancellor  or  Vice-Chancellor  thereof ; 
“  upon  Pain  that  every  Printer,  fo  of- 
“  fending,  fhall  for  ever  thereafter  be  dif- 
“  abled  to  exercife  the  Art  of  Printing, 
“  and  fhall  fuffer  fuch  farther  Punifhment, 
te  as  by  this  Court,  or  the  High  Com- 
“  miflion,  fliall  be  thought  fitting;  that 
“  before  any  Books,  imported  from  fo- 
“  reign  Parts,  fhall  be  expofed  to  Sale,  a 
“  true  Catalogue  of  them  fhall  be  pre- 
cc  rented  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
“  or  the  bifhop  of  London  :  And  that  no 
Officer  of  the  Cuftoms  fhall  deliver 

*  In  July ,  1637. 
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“  any  foreign  Books  out  of  their  Cuftody, 
ct  before  thofe  Bifhops  fhall  have  appoint- 
“  e(i  one  °f  their  Chaplains,  or  forae 
“  other  learned  Man,  with  the  Mafter 
“  and  Wardens  of  the  Company  of  Sta- 
“  tioners,  or  one  of  them,  to  be  prefent 
“  at  the  Opening  of  the  Pack  and  Far- 
tc  dels,  and  to  view  the  fame. — And  if 
in  this  Search  there  happen  to  be  found 
“  any  fchifmatical  or  offenfive  Books, 
“  they  fhall  be  brought  to  the  aforefaid 
“  Biflrops  or  the  High  Commiffion  Of- 
“  fice>  that  the  Offenders  may  be  punifh- 
“  ed.  That  no  Perfon  whatfoever  fhall 
“  P^nt  in  the  Parts  beyond  Seas,  or  im- 
“  port  from  thence,  any  Englifh  Books. 
<£  or  whereof  the  greater  Part  is  Engliih, 
“  whether  formerly  printed  or  not ;  arid 
<c  that  no  Books  whatfoever  fhall  be  re¬ 
printed,  though  formerly  licenfed, 
<c  without  a  new  Licence  firft  obtained, 
upon  Pain  of  the  like  Cenfure  and 
<c  Punifhment.  And  that  if  any  Perfon 
whaToevcr,  that  is  not  an  allowed 
“  Printer,  fhall  prefume  to  fet  up  a  Prefs, 
“  or  fet  and  compofe  Letters  for  the  fame, 
<c  he  fhall  be  fet  in  the  Pillory,  and 
“  whipt  through  the  City  of  London  * 

*  RuAwortb' Collection,  Vol.  II.  p.  463. 
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This,  Sir,  was  properly,  and  in  the 
ftridleft  [Senfe,  destroying  the  Liberty  of 
the  Prefs ;  it  was  doing  it  in  the  mod;  fe- 
vere  and  effectual  Manner ;  it  was  not 
puni£hing  the  Abufe  of  this  Liberty,  but 
taking  away  this  Liberty  itfelf.  Let  me 
congratulate  you,  Sir,  again,  that  you 
did  not  live  in  thofe  bleSed  Times,  when 
not  one  of  your  Six  Letters  would  have 
been  licenfed  ;  when  none  but  a  Madman 
would  have  committed  them  to  the  Exa¬ 
mination  of  thefe  Court  Inquifitors ;  and 
when,  perhaps,  not  one  Work  that  you 
ever  wrote  could  have  been  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Public,  without  fubjedting 
you  to  Fines  and  Penalties  of  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  Kind  from  thofe  now  laid  upon 
you,  and  which  are  fo  dreadful  that  I 
tremble  to  think  of  them  ;  'and  of  which  I 
fhall  hereafter  give  you  fome  InSances. 

If  you  are  really  acquainted  with  the 
Hiftory  of  thofe  Times  which  you  fo 
highly  extol,  and  prefer  to  the  prefent, 
you  muft  be  fully  fenfible  that  this  Law 
agaiiift  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  notwith¬ 
standing  its  Severity,  was  executed  with 
the  utmoft  Rigour  by  thofe  who  made  it. 
They  refufed  to  licence  many  Books  again  S: 
Popery,  nor  would  they  grant  a  new  Li¬ 
cence 


3 


I 


[  8  ]■ 

cence  for  re-printing  Fox’s  Book  of  Mar-* 
tyrs,  Bifhop  Jewel’s  Works,  and  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  others. 

I  cannot  forbear  quoting  a  Pafiage  from 
Milton’s  excellent  Speech  for  the  Liberty 
of  unlicenfed  Printing.  Speaking  of  the 
Popifh  Imprimaturs,  he  obferves,  that 
“  Sometimes  five  Imprimaturs  are  feen  to- 
{c  gether  dialoguewile  in  the  Piatza  of  one 
“  Title-page,  complimenting  and  ducking 
“  each  to  the  other  with  their  fhaven 
“  Reverences,  whether  the  Author,  who 
“  Hands  by  in  Perplexity  at  the  Foot  of 
“  of  his  Epifile,  {hall  to  the  Prefs  or 
<e  to  the  Sponge.  Thefe  are  pretty  Re- 
“  fponfaries ;  thefe  are  the  dear  Anti- 
“  phonies,  that  fo  bewitched  of  late 
“  our  Prelates  and  their  Chaplains  with 
tc  the  goodly  Echo  they  made ;  and 
“  befotted  us  to  the  gay  Imitation  of 
“  a  lordly  Imprimatur ;  one  from  Lam- 
“  beth  Houfe,  another  from  the  Weft 
“  End  of  St.  Paul's ;  fo  apilhly  roma- 
“  nizing,  that  the  Word  of  Command 
“  was  ftill  fet  down  in  Latin ,  as  if 
“  the  learned  grammatical  Pen  that 
“  wrote  it  would  caft  no  Ink  without 
“  Latin ;  or  perhaps,  as  they  thought, 
“  becaufe  no  vulgar  Tongue  was  wor- 
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tc  thy  to  exprefs  the  rure  Conceit  of  an 
“  Imprimatur  ;  but  rather,  as  I  hope,  for 
“  that  our  Englijh,  the  Language  of  Men 
“  ever  famous  and  foremoft  in  the  At- 
“  chievements  of  Liberty,  will  not  eaiily 
“  find  fervile  Letters  enow  to  fpell  fuch 
“  a  dilatory  Prefumption  englifhed.”. 

The  printing  without  a  Licence  was 
efteemed  a  Crime  of  the  greateft  Magni¬ 
tude.  John  Warton  and  John  Lilburne, 
who  afterwards,  you  know,  made  a  con- 
fiderable  Figure  by  oppofing  even  Crom¬ 
well  himfelf,  were  brought  to  the  Star- 
Chamber ,  and  examined  on  their  printing, 
contrary  to  the  abovementioned  Decree; 
when  refufins:  to  take  an  Oath  to  anfwer 
all  the  enfnaring  Queftions  that  might  be 
afked  them,  to  make  them  condemn 
themfelves,  they  were  fentenced  to  go 
back  to  the  Fleet  Prifon,  and  there  to 
remain  till  they  complied  with  the  Or¬ 
ders  of  the  Court;  to  pay,  not  Five. 
Pounds,  but  Five  Hundred  Pounds  each 
to  his  Majefly,  and  to  be  bound  with 
Sureties  for  their  good  Behaviour.  This 
merciful  Court  further  decreed,  that  Ij /- 
burne  fhould  be  not  only  pillored,  but 
whipt'  through  the  Streets  from  the  Fleet 

C  Prifon 
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Prifon,  to  a  Pillory  placed  between  Weji- 
minfter  belli  Gate  and  the  Star-Chamber ; 
and  after  Handing  in  the  Pillory,  be  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Fleet ,  there  to  remain  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Decree. 

•  i  ^  > 

Thefe  Punishments,  fitter  for  Ruffian 
Boors,  ufed  from  their  Infancy  to  the 
Whip,  than  for  Rnglifhmen  who  had  been 
trained  up  under  mild  Laws,  and  a  gentle 
Government,  were  executed  with  the  ut- 
moft  Rigor  on  Lilburne ,  a  Man  of  a  gen¬ 
teel  Family,  and  firr  above  the  Vulgar  in 
point  of  Understanding.  He  was  fmartly 
whipt  from  the  Fleet  to  Weflminfler ,  which 
is  at  leaft  a  full  Mile;  but  what  makes 
me  pity  him  the  more,  he  had,  like  you, 
Doftor,  an  unconquerable  Spirit  ;  for 
while  he  was  undergoing  this  long  and 
dreadful  Flagellation,  he  uttered  many 
bold  Speeches  againSt  the  Tyranny  of 
Bifhops ;  and  while  his  Head  was  in  the 
Hole  of  the  Pillory,  he  Scattered  feveral 
Copies  of  Pamphlets,  which  he  took  out 
of  his  Pocket,  and  tofled  among  the  Peo¬ 
ple.  But  the  Audacity  of  this  Proceeding 
fo  exafperated  the  Court  of  Star-Chamber , 
which  was  then  fitting,  that  they  caufed 
him  to  be  gagged  during  the  remaining 

Time 
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Time  he  flood  in  the  Pillory,  and  decreed 
that  he  fhould  be  laid  alone,  with  Irons 
on  his  Hands  and  Legs,  in  the  Wards  of 
the  Fleet ,  where  the  bafed  and  meaneft 
Sort  of  Prifoners  were,  at  that  Age  con¬ 
fined  *. 

O  Shebbeare !  happy  art  thou,  that  this 
is  not  the  Reign  of  Charles  the  Fird ! 
Thank  God  that  the  Times  are  altered, 
and  that  thou  lived  not  in  the  Times  thou 
fo  highly  commended  ;  but  in  that  Reign 
which  thou  fo  bitterly  reviled. 

But  this  Indance,  fhocking  as  it  is,  is 
mi'd  and  gentle,  in  comparifon  of  others 
1  have  to  mention,  in  the  fame  admired 
Reign  ;  and  which  you.  Sir,  mud  ap¬ 
prove,  if  you  approve  the  Meafures  of 
that  Adminidration,  though  you  yourfelf 
have  the  greated  Reafon  to  rejoice,  that 
you  are  not  made  the  Viftim  of  fuch 
Cruelty.  The  Sufferings  of  Leighton , 
Prynne ,  Bafiwick ,  and  Burton ,  are  dill 
read  with  Horror,  by  all  who  have  any 
Senfe  of  Compaffion  ;  and  dand  as  eternal 
Monuments  of  the  Inhumanity  of  the 

*  Ruth  worth,  Vol.  II.  pag.  466. 
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Miniftry  of  that  applauded  Reign,  and  of 
the  Mercy  with  which  you  are  treated 
in  this. 

'  In  the  Year  1630,  Mr.  Alexander 
Leighton  was  profccuted  in  the  Star - 
Chamber ,  for  writing  a  Book,  entitled.  An 
Appeal  to  the  Parliament  ;  or,  Sion's  Plea 
againfl  Prelacy ,  and  fentenced  to  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Fleet,  not  for  three  Years 
only,  but  during  Life,  uniefs  his  Majefty 
fhould  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  enlarge  him; 
to  pay  a  Fine,  not  of  fo  trifling  a  Sum 
as  Five  Pounds,  but  Ten  Thousand 
Pounds,  to  the  King;  to  be  degraded  from 
the  Miniftry  ;  to  be  brought  to*  the  Pillory 
at  Wejlminfler ,  while  the  Court  was  fit¬ 
ting,  and  there  whipt;  to  be  then  fet 
upon  the  Pillory  for  a  convenient  Space, 
and  have  one  of  his  Ears  cropt  off,  and 
his  Nofe  flit,  and  be  branded  in  the  Face 
with  S.  S.  for  a  Sower  of  Sedition  :  be  then 
carried  to  the  Prifon  of  the  Fleet,  and  at 
fome  other  Time  to  the  Pillory  in  Cheap- 
fide,  and  be  there  likewife  whipt;  then 
let  upon  the  Pillory,  and  have  his  other 
Ear  cut  off;  and  from  thence  be  carried 
back  to  the  Prifon  of  the  Fleet,  to  remain 
there  during  Life  Barbarous  as  this 

*  Rufhwortli,  Vol.  II.  p.  56. 
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Sentence  was,  it  was  inflidted  in  all  its  Ri¬ 
gour,  as  far  as  the  corporal  Punifhment 
extended  ;  but,  happily  for  Mr.  Leighton , 
that  Gentleman  who  was  diftinguilhed  by 
his  Learning  and  Abilities,  was  reieafed 
by  the  Long  Parliament,  from  h:s  exorbi¬ 
tant  Fine  and  Imprifonment. 

Rejoice,  O  Shebbeare!  that  thou  lived  in 
a  Reign,  in  which  fuch  Cruelty  is  un¬ 
known.  If  thou  preferred  fuch  an  Ad- 
miniftration  as  that  I  have  juft  mentioned, 
to  the  mild,  the  gentle  Government,  un¬ 
der  which  we  live,  thy  Nofe  unflit,  and 
undeformed  j  thy  Ears,  which  ftill  remain 
on  thy  Head,  and  thy  Back  ftill  untorn 
by  cruel  Stripes,  will  witnefs  thine  Ingra¬ 
titude. 

The  next  Inftance  I  fhall  give  for  your 
Confolation  is,  that  of  Mr.  William  Pry/me, 
who  afterwards  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by 
oppofing  Cromwell ,  and  in  contributing  to 
the  Reftoration. 

This  Gentleman  was  an  eminent  Law¬ 
yer,  and  like  you,  Dodtor,  a  very  volu¬ 
minous  Author.  In  the  Year  1632,  he 
wrote  his  Hijlrio  Majlix,  which  was  li- 
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cenfed  by  Archbifhop  Abbot' %  Chaplain  ; 
,but  even  this  Licence  could  not  fave  the 
Author  :  for  it  being  again  ft  Plays,  and 
there  being  a  Reference  in  the  Contents  to 
this  Effed,  W omen  A  cl  or s  notorious  Whores , 
relating  to  fome  Women  Adors,  mention¬ 
ed  in  his  Book;  it  unfortunately  happened, 
tnat  about  fix  Weeks  after,  the  Queen 
a<5ixd  a  Part  in  a  Paftoral  at  Somerfet -houfe ; 
upon  which  Archbifhop  Laud ,  and  fome 
othei  Prelates,  who  had  been  offended  at 
his  Works,  the  very  Day  after  the  Queen 
had  aded  her  Part,  fhewed  the  Book  to 
the  King,  and  pointed  out  the  Article  in 
the  Contents,  Women  Aclors  notorious 
Whores ,  perfuaded  the  King  and  Queen 
that  Prynne  had  written  the  Book  againft 
hei  Majefty  and  her  Paftoral,  though  it 
was  publifhed  fix  Weeks  before  the  Paf¬ 
toral  was  aded.  Their  Majefties,  how¬ 
ever,  direded  nothing  againft  him,  till 
Laud  fet  Dr.  Heyhn  to  examine  his 
Work',  in  order  to  colled  all  the  offen¬ 
sive  Paffages  they  contained  ;  and  this  be¬ 
ing  done,  he  was  committed  Prifoner  to 
the  Lower  on  the  ift  of  February , 
*632-3  ■[*,  and  on  the  iyth  of  February , 

t  Whitlock’s  Memorials  of  the  Englifh  Affairs, 
page  18.  &  » 
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1633-4,  was  fentenced  in  the  Star-Cham¬ 
ber  to  be  expelled  the  Univerfity  of  Ox¬ 
ford,  and  Lincoln’s  Inn ,  degraded  and  dif- 
enabled  from  the  Profelilon  of  the  Law  ; 
lined  Five  Thoufand  Pounds  to  the  King; 
ordered  to  Hand  in  the  Pillory,  firffc  ia 
Palace-Yard,  Wejlminjler ,  and  three  Days 
after  in  Cheapfide ,  in  each  to  lofe  an  Ear ; 
to  have  his  Hijlrio  Maftix  publicly  burnt 
before  his  Face  by  the  Hand  of  the  Hang¬ 
man,  and  to  remain  in  Prifon  during 
Life. 

Th  is  inhuman  Sentence  was  executed 
in  May  1634,  and  Mr.  Gerrard ,  in  his 
Letter  to  the  Lord  Deputy  Wentworth, 
fays*,  that  while  he  flood  in  the  Pillory 
in  Cheapfide,  he  was  almofl  fuffocated  by 
his  Volumes  that  were  burnt  under  his 
Nofe. 

f  «  ■  ►  /  s  • 

D 

Rej  oice  and  be  exceeding  glad,  O  Sheb- 
beare!  no  fuch  enormous  Sum  is  demand¬ 
ed  of  thee;  thy  Ears  are  lafe,  and  thou 
art  in  no  Danger  of  Suffocation  by  the 
burning  of  thy  Works;  nor  will  the  hard 
and  cruel  Fate  of  this  voluminous  Writer 

t 

*  Strafforde’s  Letters,  Vol.  I.  p.  26 r. 
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ever  be  thine,  while  a  George  fits  on  the1 
Throne  of  Great  Britain  !  The  Family 
thou  hafi:  fo  grofly  abufed,  will  ever  be 
the  Guardians  of  Liberty,  and  have  too 
much  Goodnefs  to  trample  upon  a  Worm. 

But  we  have  not  yet  done  with  Mr. 
Prynne.  After  this  bloody  Sentence  was 
executed,  he  was  remitted  to  Prifon, 
where,  as  foon  as  he  could  procure  Pen, 
Ink,  and  Paper,  he  wrote  a  very  fevere 
Letter  to  Archbifhop  Laud ,  on  his  Sen¬ 
tence  in  the  Star-Chamber.  This  again 
awakened  the  Refentment  of  that  angry 
Prelate ;  who  again  complaining  to  the 
King,  his  Majefty  commanded  him  to  refer 
it  to  Noy,  the  Attorney-General.  Noy 
fent  for  Prynne ,  and  demanded  whether 
the  Letter  was  of  his  Hand-writing  or 
not ;  but  he  defiring  to  fee  it,  like  a  Man 
of  Spirit  tore  it  to  Pieces,  and  threw  the 
Pieces  out  of  the  Window,  which  for 
that  Time  prevented  a  farther  Profecu- 
tion  *, 

He  had,  however,  like  you,  Sir,  the 
Itch  of  Writing,  and  a  Talent  at  finding 
Fault.  In  1635,  1636)  anc^  1637,  ^le 

*  See  Beylin’s  Life  of  Archbifhop  Laud. 
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published  Several  Books,  particularly  one, 
entitled.  News  from  Ipfwich,  in  which  he 
reflected  very  grofly  on  the  Archbilhop 
and  others  of  the  Bifhops ;  for  which,  on 
the  14th  of  June,  1637,  he  was  fenten- 
ced  in  the  Star-Chamber  to  pay  Five 
Thoufand  Pounds  to  the  King,  to  lofe 
the  Remainder  of  his  Ears  in  the  Pillory, 
to  be  branded  on  both  Cheeks  with  the 
Letters  S.  L.  for  a  Schifmatical  Libeller, 
and  to  be  perpetually  imprifoned  in  Caer¬ 
narvon  Caftle. 

Happy,  thrice  happy,  Shebbeare!  let  me 
repeat  again,  that  from  the  mild,  the  hu¬ 
mane,  and  gentle  Government  under 
which  you  live,  you  have  been  in  no 
Danger  of  thefe  barbarous  and  lavage  Se¬ 
verities.  Though,  like  Pry  tine ,  you  have 
been  twice  called  in  queftion,  yet,  like 
him,  you  have  not  been  twice  cropped, 
your  Ears  are  Rill  unmangled,  and  thofe 
Organs  are  not,  by  a  fecond  Operation, 
pared  clofe  to  your  Plead.  Your  Cheeks 
are  in  no  Danger  ol  being  Scorched  and 
feared  by  the  glowing,  burning  iron  ;  and 
though  they  have  not  blulhed  at  extol¬ 
ling  thofe  Days  or  Cruelty,  and  prefer- 
ing  them  to  thefe  Times,  when  Mercy 
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reigns ;  yet  no  artificial  Blufh  has  been 
raifed  in  them  by  a  painful  Inflammation. 
They  are  ftill  undeformed,  you  are  flail 
unbranded,  and  no  L.  I.  for  Libeller  and 
Incendiary  have  difgraced  your  comely 
Vifage. 

In  the  Year  1637,  Baftwick,  a  Doff  or 
of  Phyfic,  having  printed  a  Pamphlet, 
called.  Flagellum  Epifcoporum  Latialium , 
in  which  he  reflected  on  the  Bilhops ; 
and  alfo  a  Litany,  in  purfuit  of  the  fame 
Defign,  was  brought  into  the  Star-Cham¬ 
ber  ;  as  was  the  Reverend  Mr.  Henry 
Burt  on,  Rerftor  of  St.  Matthew's ,  in  Fn- 
day-Jlreit,  London ,  for  having,  on  the  5th 
of  November ,  1636,  preached  in  his  own 
Church  two  Sermons,  publifhed  after¬ 
wards  under  the  Title  of,  Fear  God  and 
the  King .  Thefe  Gentlemen  were  clofely 
confined,  and  proceeded  againft  in  the 
Star-Chamber  at  the  fame  Time  with  Mr. 
Prynne,  jult  mentioned,  and  jointly  drew 
up  an  Anfwer  ;  but  could  get  no  Coun- 
fel  to  figu  it,  through  Fear  of  the  Court; 
and  though  they  petitioned  for  Liberty 
in  their  Counfels  Default,  to  put  in  their 
Anfwers  under  their  own  Hands,  yet 
they  were  refufed  ;  and  were  alfo  denied 
4  the 
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the  Liberty  of  exhibiting  a  Crofs-Bill 
againft  Laud  and  his  Adherents.  Thus 
no  legal  Anfwer  being  put  in,  nor  filed  on1 
Record,  the  Court,  on  the  14th  of  June, 

1 637,  began,  for  this  pretended  Contempt , 
to  proceed  to  Sentence  :  Rut  the  Defen¬ 
dants  before  the  Court  fpake,  cried  out 
for  juftice,  that  their  Anfwers  might  be 
read,  and  that  they  might  not  be  con¬ 
demned  unheard.  Nevertheiefs,  becaufe 
their  Anfwers  were  not  filed  on  Record, 
the  Court  proceeded  to  give  Sentence. 
Tha  of  Prynne  has  been  already  mention¬ 
ed  ;  the  two  others  were  all'o  fined  each  in 
5000/.  degraded  from  their  Functions, 
and  Degrees  in  the  Univernty  ;  ordered 
to  be  fet  in  the  Pillory,  and  to  have  both 
their  Ears  cut  off ;  to  be  confined  to  per¬ 
petual  clofe  Imprifonment,  Bajlwick  in 
the  Caftle  of  Launcejlon ,  in  Cornwall , 
and  Burton  in  the  Caftle  of  Lancajler ; 
to  be  debarred  the  Accefs  of  their  Wives 
and  Friends,  or  any  other  except  their 
Keepers,  and  denied  the  Ufe  of  Pen, 
•  Ink  and  Paper. 

This  monftrous  Sentence,  fo  illegally 
pafifed,  was  executed,  though  Mr  Burton’ s 
Parifhioners  fent  a  Petition  to  the  King 
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figned  by  fixty  of  their  Names,  to  Intreat 
for  his  Pardon  and  Liberty  ;  but  this  was 
fo  iar  from  having  any  Weight,  that  the 
two  Gentlemen  who  delivered  it  were 
committed  for  their  Pains.  A  few  Days 
after  the  End  of  the  Term,  two  Pillories 
were  eredted  in  the  Palace*  Tard,  and 
there  the  Sentence  againft  Prynne ,  Bur¬ 
ton,  and  Baftwick  was  read.  They  flood 
two  Flours  in  the  Pillory,  Burton  by  him- 
felf,  who  had  been  degraded  three  Days 
before  in  the  High  Commiffion-Court. 
The  Place  was  full  of  People  who  cried 
and  lamented  terribly  ;  and  what  added 
to  their  Grief  and  Horror,  the  Execution 
was  performed  with  fuch  Barbarity,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Burton  was  pared  fo  clofe, 
that  the  temporal  Artery  was  cut,  which 
made  the  Blood  dream  in  great  Abundance 
upon  the  Scaffold  :  And  yet  he  fhewed 
fuch  Courage  as  not  to  fhrink  at  the  Pain. 
D r. Baftwick  was  very  merry  •  and  told  the 
People,  that  the  Lords  had  their  Collar- 
Days  at  Court,  and  this  was  his.  His 
Wife,  go"  a  Stool,  and  mounting  up  kif- 
fed  him  ;  and  his  Ears  being  cut  off,  fhe 
called  for  them,  put  them  into  a  clean 
Handkerchief,  and  carried  them  away, 
us  the  precious  Relicks  of  a  Hufband  whom 
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ihe  was  never  to  fee  more  *.  Thefe  three 
unhappy  Gentlemen  were  afterwards  re¬ 
moved  from  the  above  Places  of  Confine¬ 
ment,  far  from  their  Friends,  to  the 
Iflands  of  "Jirfey,  GuernJ'ey ,  and  Scilly : 
However,  they  were  all  fet  at  Liberty 
about  three  Years  after,  by  an  Order  of 
Parliament.  ' 

O  Doftor !  do  not  your  Ears  tingle  at 
thefe  favage  Instances  of  Cruelty  ?  Can 
you  avoid  fympathifing  with  Men  of  Re¬ 
putation  and  Learning,  thus  bafely,  igno- 
minioufly,  cruelly  treated  ?  You  alfo  have 
a  Wife  and  Children ;  how  would  you 
bear  to  be  fentenced  never  to  fee  them 
more;  to  be  deprived  of  all  focial  Converfe, 
and  after  having  your  Perfon  thus  mutila¬ 
ted,  to  be  condemned  to  languifh  out  the 
Remainder  of  your  Life  in  the  folitary 
Gloom  of  a  Prifon.  Happy  Shebbeare!  I 
congratulate  you  for  living  under  a  Govern¬ 
ment  incapable  of  Cruelty,  and  under  a 
Sovereign  too  good  to  be  actuated  by  that 
Refentment  that  might  have  rendered 
your  Life  a  continued  Scene  of  Mifery. 
You  are  happy  in  living  in  a  Reign  where 

*  Rulhworth’s  Colle&ions.  Vol.  I.  Part  2.  and 
Fuller’s  Church-HLftory. 
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Liberty  is  enjoyed  in  its  fulled;  Extent  by 
every  Briton,  and  where  you  yourfelfhave 
experienced  to  what  Lengths  the  tnoft  li~ 
eentious  Sallies  of  the  Pen  may  be  carried. 
The  above  Writers  were  all  of  them  Men 
of  Reputation,  and  were  thus  feverely  pu¬ 
nched,  not  for  abufing  the  Sovereign,  and 
defaming  his  Adminiftration ;  but  for  lath¬ 
ing  the  Bifhops ;  what  then  would  have 
been  your  Punifhment,  had  you  in  that 
Reign  thus  infulted  the  Crown  itfelf ;  and 
in  your  Invedtives  paid  no  Regard  to  Truth 
or  Decency  ?  Had  you  thus  uttered  all  the 
Gall  of  Malice,  and  all  the  Venom  of  im¬ 
potent  Rage  ?  Poor  Shebbeare  !  Had  that 
been  the  Cafe,  I  fhould  have  pitied  you ; 
I  fhould  have  fympathized  in  your  Tor¬ 
tures,  and  have  joined  with  your  miferable 
Wife,  your  Son  and  Daughters  in  lament¬ 
ing  your  Sufferings.  But  rejoice,  Sir  ! 
and  receive  Confolation  !  Your  Punifh- 
ment  is  light  and  tranfitory,  and  you 
have  it  dill  in  your  Power  to  be  happy. 

I  fhall  add  another  Inflance  or  two,  to 
fhew  the  S. verity  with  which  Offenders 
were  treated  in  that  reign.  “  I  remem- 
“  her,  fays  OJborne.,  after  Felton  had  given 
“  the  fatal  Blow  to  George  Duke  of  Buck- 

“  inghamx 
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“  Ingham ,  one  Savil  *,  formerly  burnt 
c£  in  the  Shoulder  for  a  Rogue,  (finding 
££  how  acceptable  the  News  was  where- 
“  ever  it  came)  gave  out  he  was  the  Man 
“  who  did  it;  and  that,  tho’  an  honour- 
c£  able  Perfon’s  Brother,  he  wanted  Mo- 
“  ney  to  convey  him  away ;  upon  which 
“  he  was  apprehended,  and,  though  not 
“  worth  a  Groat,  fined  a  confiderable 
“  Sum  in  the  Star-Chamber ;  to  which 
“  the  Wifdom,  Equity,  and  Juflice  of 
“  that  Court  added  (becaufe  they  wanted 
“  Power  to  hang  him)  this  corporal  Pu- 
“  nifhment,  m.  That  he  fliould  be 
“  whipped  from  the  Fleet,  where  he  lay 
“  Prifoner,  to  the  Pillory  in  Wertminfter 
<£  Palace-yard,  there  to  be,  for  two  Hours, 
££  with  his  Ears  nailed,  and  after  to  lofe 
“  one  Ear,  have  his  Nofe  flit,  and  then 
££  to  be  branded  in  the  Forehead  ;  all 
“  which,  as  long  as  the  Bowels  of  Hu- 
“  manity  would  give  me  Leave,  I  looked 
“  upon.  Nor  was  this  more  than  half 
<£  his  Punifhmenr,  as  much  being  to  be 
££  done  to  him  in  Cheapfide ;  but  that 
“  (as  I  heard)  the  King,  more  charitable 

*  Or,  Savage,  for  fo  he  called  himfelf ;  but  his 
true  Name  was  Heron . 
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than  his  Judges,  did  pardon  it;  though 
his  perpetual  Refidence  in  Bridewell 
was  not  remitted,  till  for  another  Thing 
(fome  thought  unlikely  to  be  done  in 
fuch  a  Reftraint)  he  was  hanged  at 
burn 


See,  O  Shebbeare!  the  horrible  Punifh- 
ment  inflidted  for  no  other  Crime  but  ly¬ 
ing  ;  for  a  lingle  Lye ;  which  however 
impudent,  could  hurt  Nobody  but  the 
Man  himfelf.  Rejoice  then  at  the  Mildnefs 
of  your  Fate,  for  had  the  prefent  wife  and 
mercifulAdminiflration  behaved  with  equal 
Rigour,  what  would  have  become  of  you 
who  have  invented  and  printed  a  thoufand! 
Of  you,  who  have  never  wrote  one  true 
Fadt  without  mifreprefenting  it,  in  order 
to  deceive  and  inflame  the  People,  againft 
the  moft  refpedtable  Perfonages. 

In  the  fame  glorious  and  merciful  Reign, 
one  Walker  for  libelling  his  Neighbour, 
and  accusing  him  of  dealing  of  Wool, 
was  committed  to  the  Fleet  during  Life, 
fined  a  thoufand  Pounds,  ordered  to  be 
fet  in  the  Pillory  twice,  at  each  Time  to 
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have  an. Ear  cut  off,  and  to  pay  the  Plain¬ 
tiff  five  hundred  Marks  Damage  *. 

And  Bowyer  for  flandering  Laud  as  an 
Arminian  and  a  Papift,  was  ordered  by 
the  Court  to  be  committed  to  Bridewell, 
there  to  be  kept  to  hard  Labour  during 
Life,  and  never  fuffered  to  go  Abroad, 
fined  three  thoufand  Pounds ;  to  be  twice 
fet  in  the  Pillory  with  his  Ears  nailed  to 
it ;  to  be  obliged  to  confefs  his  Offence, 
and  to  be  branded  in  the  Forehead  with 
the  Letters  LR.-f* 

Rejoice  O  Shebbeare  !  I  cannot  help  re¬ 
peating,  rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad, 
that  thou  livefl:  in  a  Reign  where  fuch 
Crimes  are  not  punifhed  with  the  like 
b  utal  and  more  than  favage  Cruelty :  - 
Rejoice  that  tho’  thou  haft  more  bafely 
defamed  and  vilified  the  Father  of  thy 
Sovereign,  thou  art  not  punifhed  as  Wal¬ 
ker  was  for  flandering  his  Neighbour. 
Rejoice,  that  thou  who  haft  reprefented 
the  Revolution,  in  Confequence  of  which 
his  prefent  Majefty  fits  on  the  Throne, 


*  Rufhworth’s  CoJle£tions,  Appendix,  pag.  6c« 
f  Ibid.  p.  65. 
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as  the  greateft  Curfe  that  could  befal  this 
Nation,  art  not  punifhed  even  as  this  Bow- 
yer,  who  barely,  by  his  Lips,  defamed  a  re- 
fentful  Prelate.  No  three  thoufand  Pounds, 
a  much  more  enormous  Sum  then,  than  it 
is  at  prefent,  is  demanded  of  thee.  To 
the  Pillory  on  which  thou  haft  been  plac’d, 
thine  Ears  were  not  nailed,  thy  Forehead 
is  unbranded  ;  and  thou  art  not  condemn¬ 
ed  to  wear  out  a  wretched  Life  in  beat¬ 
ing  Hemp  in  Bridewell.  I  rejoice  with 
thee,  that  thou  li veil  in  a  Reign,  in  which 
the  Sentences  inflicted  by  the  Laws  are 
dictated  by  Mercy  and  Pity,  and  not  by 
Cruelty  and  a  mean  Revenge.  Rejoice 
that  this  is  the  Reign  of  George  and  not 
of  Charles ;  a  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover ,  of  that  Houfe  which  thou 
wickedly  termed:  the  Prefbyterian  Mejfial\ 
and  not  of  the  Family  of  Stuart . 

The  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second, 
was  little  lefs  fevere  with  Refpeft  to  the 
Sentences  palled  on  thole  who  offended 
the  Court.  Indeed,  inftead  of  the  favage 
Cuffom,  flitting  of  Nofes,  cutting  off 
Ears,  branding  in  the  Cheeks  or  Forehead, 
and  other  Inhumanities  pradifed  upon  thofe 
who  were  guilty  of  the  moft  trifling  Of¬ 
fences  s 
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fences  ;  the  Law  was  fheiched  to  inflidt 
llill  larger  Fines ;  and  on  other  Occafions 
inftead  of  torturing  the  fuppofed  Crimi- 
nai  by  fuch  difgraceful  Sufferings,  Preten¬ 
ces  were  found,  for  putting  him  to  Death. 
The  Liberty  of  the  Pi  el's  was  held  in 
Chains,  and  the  fmalleft  Excefs  in  the 
Liberty  of  Speech  furn  fhed  with  the  ut- 
moft  Rigour. 

Mr.  Pilkington ,  Sheriff  of  London,  when 
the  Lord-Mayor  and  Aldermen  took  the 
Refolution  to  wait  on  the  Duke  of  York 
with  their  Compliments  of  Congratulation 
on  his  Return  from  Scotland ,  not  only  re- 
fufed  to  give  his  Attendance,  but  rafhly 
faid,  <Tbe  Duke  of  York  has  fired  the  City , 
and  is  now  come  to  cut  our  Throats.  Two 
of  his  Brother  Aldermen,  Hooker  and 
Tulfe ,  had  the  Honour  of  being  Witnef- 
fes  againft  him ;  and  fo  forward  were  the 
Juries  now  become,  fays  Mr.  Echard ,  that 
they  found  a  Verdidt  for  the  Plaintiff;  and 
in  Defiance  of  Magna  Chart  a,  gave  no 
let's  than  a  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  Da¬ 
mages,  which  fhews,  that  the  utter  Ruin 
of  this  Gentleman  and  his  Family  was 
aimed  at  ;  and  to  prevent  it,  he  was  for¬ 
ced  to  furrender  himlelf  a  Prifoner  in  Ex- 
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ecution,  in  Difcharge  of  his  Bail,  without 
a  Profpedt  of  Redemption. 

See,  O  Shebbedre !  the  Severity  ufed 
againft  an  Alderman  and  Sheriff  of  Lon¬ 
don ,  for  the  Crime  of  barely  fpeaking  lefs 
than  thou  haft  printed  and  dilperfed  all 
over  the  Kingdom ;  in  Relation  to  the  Fa¬ 
mily  of  your  moft  gracious  Sovereign. 
What  could  you  expedt,  when  the  Laws 
were  thus  ftretched  to  punifh  a  Magi- 
ftrate  of  this  Metropolis  in  fo  rigorous 
a  Manner  ?  Rejoice,  O  rejoice,  that  you 
are  not  fined  in  fo  enormous  a  Sum, 
as  would  for  ever  exclude  you  the  Rules 
of  the  King’s  Bench ;  deprive  you  of 
the  Pleafure  of  breathing  the  frefh 
Air  of  St.  George  s  Fields,  and  oblige 
you  to  end  your  Days  within  the  Walls 
of  that  Prifon.  Rejoice  and  receive  Con- 
folation;  for  this  is  one  of  the  Bleflings 
you  receive  from  the  Revolution,  which 
you  have  painted  or  rather  daubed  with 
fuch  odious  Colours. 


It  would  be  unpardonable  fhould  I  here 
omit,  as  a  Motive  to  Conlolation,  the 
Treatment  Algernon  Sidney,  the  fecond 
Son  of  the  Earl  of  Leiceficr ,  met  with  in  the 
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fame  Reign.  This  great  Man  was  ar¬ 
raigned  for  High-Treafon  at  the  King’s- 
Bench  Bar  on  the  7th  of  November ,  1683, 
by  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Jeffreys.  Sir 
John  Hawkins  obferves  *,  that  when  he 
came  into  the  Hal),  the  Indiftment  was 
fo  far  from  being  found  by  the  Grand- 
Jury,  that  it  was  not  fo  much  as  prefented 
to  them  ;  but  the  King’s  Council  who  had 
packed  the  Jury,  knew  well  enough,  that 
it  would  be  accepted,  that  is  found  upon 
Sight  by  the  Jury,  without  any  Confide- 
ration,  which  was  accordingly  done.  The 
Indictment  was  for  defigning  to  oppofe  the 
King,  and  perfuading.  the  King’s  Subjefts 
to  rebel ;  and  writing  a  certain  Libel, 
wherein  it  was  contained,  that  he  (mean¬ 
ing  King  Charles  the  Second)  is  fubjeCt 
to  the  Laws  of  God  as  he  is  a  Man,  and 
to  the  People  who  made  him,  as  he  is,  a 
King.  To  this  Indiftment  he  would  have 
put  in  fome  Exceptions  expreffed  in  a 
Parchment  in  his  Hand,  but  this  was  re- 
fufed.  On  the  21ft  of  November  he  was 
tried,  at  which  Time  he  infilled  on  his 
having  a  Copy  of  his  Indiftment,  as  he 

*  Remarks  upon  the  Tryal  of  Edward  Fitzharris, 
Stephen  Colledge,  &c.  Edit.  1686.  pag.  76. 
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had  done  when  he  was  arraigned ;  but 
was  both  Times  denied  ;  as  was  alfo  his 
defire  of  having  the  Benefit  of  Council, 
and  the  jury  being  called  over,  he  except¬ 
ed  to  feveral  for  not  being  Freeholders ; 
but  this  Exception  was  alfo  over-ruled. 
The  Witndlls  brought  to  prove  him  guilty 
of  defigning  to  oppofe  the  King,  had,  all 
but  one,  nothing  to  alledge  but  Hearfay, 
and  yet  their  pretended  Evidence  was 
fummcd  up  and  urged  with  the  bafeft 
Invedtives,  as  Evidence  to  the  jury ;  and 
the  only  Evidence  brought  to  the  Fadt, 
was  the  Lord  Howard,  who  had  been 
guilty  of  feveral  Treafons,  and  had  not 
been  pardoned,  who  owed  him  a  confi- 
derable  Sum  upon  a  Mortgage,  which 
Debt  Col.  Sidney  alledged  might  probably 
be  cancelled  by  his  Convidtion,  and  to 
invalidate  his  Evidence,  that  Gentleman 
brought  feveral  noble  Witnefles  to  prove, 
that  his  Lordfhip  had  not  only  denied  his 
knowinganyThingofanyfuchPlot;buthad 
fomctime  afte  ■  confeffed,  that/je  could  not  get 
his  Pardon ,  until  he  had  done  fame  other 
Jobs,  and  till  he  had  paffed  through  the 
Drudgery  of  Swearing.  As  to  the  Ma- 
nuflript,  upon  which  great  Strefs  was  laid, 
it  was  not  publifhcd  j  but  only  found  in 
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his  Clofet,  and  this  was  the  firft  IndiCl- 
ment  of  High  Treafon  upon  which  any 
Man  loft  his  Life  for  writing  any  Thing 
without  publifhing  it.  It  had  no  Rela¬ 
tion  to  King  Charles  II.  The  Words  in 
the  Indictment  were  even  unfairly  quoted, 
and  it  was  not  even  proved  that  he  wrote  , 
it,  but  only  that  the  Writing  was  like  his 
Hand ;  yet  from  this  Manufcript,  which 
was  a  part  of  his  excellent  Difcourfes  on 
Government  now  univerfally  admired}  and 
from  the  Tedimony  of  only  one  Witnefs, 
and  that  a  Man  of  no  Principles,  was  the 
great,  and  the  brave  Algernon  Sidney ,, 
Sentenced  to  die  by  a  packed  Jury,  and 
his  Head  was  cut  off  on  the  7th  of 
December  1683,  when  about  66  Years 
of  Age. 

Blufh,  O  Britain ,  and  be  aftonifhed, 
O  ye  Judges  of  the  Earth  !  how  have 
they  who  fat  in  the  Seat  of  Judgment 
trampled  cn  the  Laws  and  defpifed  Juf- 
tice !  Innocence  and  Truth  hung  down 
their  Heads,  and  Virtue  afforded  no 
Protection  to  the  Righteous. 

Think  O  Shebbeare !  for  a  Moment  what 
would  have  been  thy  Fate,  hadil  thou 

had 
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had  fuch  a  Judge  and  fuch  a  Jury  !  Doff 
thou  regret  that  this  is  not  the  Reign  of 
a  King  like  Charles  the  Second  ?  Had 
that  been  the  Cafe,  thou  mighteft  long 
ere  this  have  been  dragged  on  a  Sledge 
from  Newgate  to  Tyburn ,  and  thy  Quar¬ 
ters  might  now  have — I  will  not  name 
it — May  our  Gates  never  be  loaded  with 
fuch  Ornaments ;  but  may  we  have  al¬ 
ways  Judges  like  thine,  who  mingle 
Mercy  with  Juftice,  and  ftrive  to  reform 
rather  than  to  punifh. 

It  would  be  a  tedious  and  an  irkfome 
Talk  for  me  to  run  through  all  the  In- 
ftances  of  Cruelty  and  Injuftice  pradifed 
in  that  Reign  under  the  Form  of  Law, 
in  which  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  or  the 
Liberty  of  the  Subjed  were  invaded  in 
fuch  a  Manner  as  to  difgrace  our  An¬ 
nals.  . 

I  now  come  Sir!  to  the  Reign  of  a  King 
for  whom  you  feem  to  have  a  peculiar 
Efteem,  and  to  regret  that  his  Son  does 
not  now  fway  the  Bntijh  Sceptre.  You 
will  here  alfo  fee  that  Virtue  and  Inno¬ 
cence  afforded  no  Protedion,  and  that 
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the  mo  ft  trifling  Offence  given  to  the 
Court  was  punifhed  with  Death.  , 

In  the  Year  1685,  one  Mrs.  Gaunt ,  a 
Woman  of  great  Piety,  Virtue  and  Hu¬ 
manity,  had  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  II. 
given  great  Offnce  by  being  perpetually 
employed  in  Ads  of  Charity  and  Good- 
nefs  to  fuch  as  fell  under  the  Refentment 
of  the  Government,  and  therefore  was 
now,  in  the  Reign  of  "James  the  Second, 
capitally  indided  for  compafling  the 
Death  cf  the  late  King,  by  harbouring, 
concealing,  aiding,  comforting,  &c.  one 
Burton  who  afferted  that  he  had  been 
concerned  in  the  Rye-houfe  Plot,  know¬ 
ing  him  to  be  a  Traytor.  Burton  him- 
felf  was  produced  as  a  Witnefs  again  ft 
her,  and  fwore  fire  had  twice  procured 
him  a  Veffel  to  make  his  Efcape,  and  had 
given  him  Money  to  help  to  bear  his 
Charges :  Burtons  Wife  and  Daughter 
were  the  other  Witneffes ;  but  neither  of 
them  could  be  brought  to  fvvear,  that  the 
Prifoner  knew  Burton  was  in  any  Got, 
or  even  that  his  Name  was  in  any  Pro¬ 
clamation  :  Nor  did  it  appear,  that  die 
had  ever  harboured  him,  or  given  him 
Meat  and  Drink  as  the  Indidment  al- 

F  ledged.  • 


I 


(  34  ) 

ledged.  She  was  however  found  guil¬ 
ty,  and  received  Sentence  to  be  burnt 
alive;  which  was  executed  accordingly; 
and  this  fhe  underwent  with  a  Refig- 
nation,  Chearfulnefs,  and  even  Magna¬ 
nimity,  that  amazed  her  very  Ene¬ 
mies. 

O  Shebbeare !  if  thou  haft  the  Sen- 
fibilities  a  Man,  lament  this  unhappy 
Woman,  burnt  alive  for  affording 
Affiftance  to  a  Man  in  Dif- 
trefs !  Is  this  one  of  the  Reigns  thou 
admireft,  and  preferred:  to  the  prefent ; 
a  Reign  in  which  it  was  a  Crime  to 
be  virtuous,  humane,  and  charitable? 
O  rejo  ice  that  thou  haft  not  offended 
fuch  a  Prince,  and  fuch  judges;  if 
thou  hadft,  thou  would  have  fome 
Years  ago  died  by  an  ignominious  and 
horrid  Execution,  and  I  fhould  not 
have  now  the  Pieafure  of  writing  thee 
this  friendly  Letter  of  Confolation. 

To  this  above  Inftance  let  me,  Sir, 
add  that  of  the  Lady  Lijle ,  who  was  in¬ 
dited  for  harbouring  Mr.  john  Hicks ,  a 
Nonconformift  Minifter,  who  had  be- 
fo ught  her  Protection,  which  fhe  ge- 

neroufly 
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nercufly  granted.  There  was  not  the 
leaft  Proof  upon  the  Trial  that  die 
knew  of  his  having  ferved  under  Mon¬ 
mouth. ,  and  the  Lady  herfelf  allured  the 
Court  that  (he  did  not.  However, 

though  a  Woman,  and  unverfed  in  the 
Laws,  (lie  was  allowed  no  Council, 

and  Judge  Jeffreys  fentenced  her  to  be 
hanged  ;  after  which,  the  King  was  fo 
obdurate,  that  when  petitioned  to  re- 
fpite  her  Execution  but  only  four 
Days,  he  abfolutely  refufed  to  refpite 
it  for  one,  though  he  condefcended  to 
change  her  Sentence  from  that  or  hang¬ 
ing  to  beheading.  This  Lady  was  up¬ 
wards  of  feventy  Years  of  Age,  and 

her  Behaviour  at  her  Death  was  wor¬ 
thy  .  the  Innocence  and  Piety  of  her 
Life. 

You  fee,  Sir,  how  Virtue  and  Hu-  • 
manity  were,  in  this  Re:gn,  capitally 
punifhed  !  and  if  you  have  the  fmal- 
eft  Portion  of  thefe  Accompli  fitments, 
— Accomplifhments  which  are  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  'form  the  Character  of  a 
Patriot,  and  even  of  an  honeft  Man, 
let  me  perfuade  you  no  longer  to 
preach  up  the  Family  ot  the  btuartSy 
•  F  2'  but 
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but  to  obey  the  Calls  of  Virtue,  Hu¬ 
manity,  and  Gratitude,  and  to  with 
well  to  a  Family  that  has  treated  you, 
though  guilty,  better  than  your  once 
favourite  Kings  treated  the  Innocent 
and  Virtuous,  even  of  the  Fair  Sex, 
who  happened  to  offend  them. 

I  fhall  pafs  over  the  red  of  the  vail 
Multitude  of  the  other  Cruelties  prac- 
tifed  by  Jeffreys ,  as  well  as  the  fcan- 
dalous  Trial,  Condemnation,  and  Exe¬ 
cution  of  Mr.  Cornijh,  one  who  had 
been  an  Alderman  and  Sheriff  of  this 
Metropolis ;  but  had  been  illegally  turn¬ 
ed  out  of  his  Office  by  the  late 
King;  and  fhall  conclude  this  Account 
of  the  Sufferings  under  the  Reigns  of 
the  Stuarts ,  with  a  Cafe  that  perhaps 
comes  nearer  your  own,  for  the  Sufferer 
was  an  Author. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Johnfon ,  who  had 
been  Chaplain  to  the  unhappy  Lord 
Ruffel  about  the  Year  1 68 6,  publiffied 
an  Humble  and  Hearty  Addrefs  to  all 
the  Englijh  Proteftants  in  the  Army, 
not  to  make  themfelves  the  Tools  of 
the  Pap  ids,  to  enfave  their  Country, 

and 
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and  fubvert  their  Religion.  Upon  which 
the  Court  having  difcoveredr  the  Au¬ 
thor  profecuted  him  in  the  King’s 
Bench  ;  and  being  convidted,  this  reve¬ 
rend  Clergyman  was,  for  this  Offence, 
fentenced  to  ftand  three  7  imes  in  the 
Pillory,  and  to  be  whipt  from  New¬ 
gate  to  Tyburn-,  which  barbarous  Sen¬ 
tence  was  aggravated  (as  was  ufual  in 
that  Reign)  by  the  Infults  and  Re- 
pioaches  of  him  who  pronounced  it. 
An.  Attempt  was  made  to  get  the 
whipping  hart  of  the  Sentence  remitted, 
by  an  Offer  of  two  hundred  Pounds 
to  a  Popifh  Pried,  the  mod;  proper 
Advocate  to  addrefs  the  Tyrant;  but 
even  the  Pried  could  not  prevail,  for 
James  anfwered,  That  fince  Mr.  John- 
jon  had  the  Spirit  of  Martyrdom  in 
him,  it  was  fit  he  fhould  fuffrr  :  And 
-  indeed  no  Martyr  ever  differed  with 
greater  Fortitude;  for  we  are  told,  in 
his  Life  prefixed  to  his  Works,  that, 
under  the  Agony  of  Three  Hundred 
and  Seventeen  Lafhes  with  a  Cat-o’- 
nine-  i  ails,  he  was  fo  far  from  faint¬ 
ing,  that  had  he  not  thought  it  would 
have  looked  like  Vain  glory,  he  could 
have  fung  a  Pfalm  with  as  much 

Com- 
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Compofure  and  Chearfulnefs,  as  ever 
he  had  done  in  the  Church. 

'i 

O  Shebbeare ,  if  thou  haft  the  leaft 
Spark  of  Gratitude,  the  leaft  Love  of 
Liberty  lurking  in  any  fecret  Corner 
of  thine  Heart;  the  fmalleft  Grain  of 
that  generous  and  noble  Spirit,  which 
fills  "the  Breaft  of  every  honeft  and 
brave  Briton ,  canft  thou  read  thefe 
numerous  Inftances  or  the  Bafenefs,  the 
Cruelty,  the  Tyranny  of  the  Princes, 
whofe  Reigns  thou  has  preferred  to 
that  of  the  auguft  Prince  who  fits  on 
the  Throne,  without  feeling  thy  Bofom 
fwell  with  Indignation  and  Shame  at 
thy  pa  ft  Conduct ;  and  without  ac¬ 
knowledging  the  Lenity  of  tny  Sen¬ 
tence,  and  rejoicing  in  the  Happinefs 
thou  may’ft  ftill  enjoy  under  a  King, 
whole  A  efts  of  jh^ce  partake  of  the 
Tendernefs  of  a  Father. 

From  Murder,  difguifed  under  the 
Form  of  Law ;  and  from  the  moft 
cruel  Sufferings  inflicted  under  its  Sanc¬ 
tions,  we  were  delivered  by  King  Wil¬ 
liam  the  Third,  at  whole  Acceffion 

the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  and  all  the 

other 
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other  Rights  of  the  Subject,  were  efta- 
blifhed  upon  a  firmer  Foundation  than 
they  had  ever  refted  upon  before.  To 
that  Prince  we  originally  owe  thefe 
ineftimable  Bleffings,  and  to  him  whom 
you  have  bafely  reprefented  as  the  vileft 
Monfter,  and  have  even  confined  to 
Damnation,  you  yourfelf  originally  owe 
the  Privilege  you  have  enjoyed  of  fo 
long  writing  with  Impunity,  and  of 
your  now  being  under  fo  mild  and 
gentle  a  Sentence.  The  Tendernefs  that 
has  been  fhewn  you  is  immediately 
owing  to  the  Moderation  and  Com¬ 
panion  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover ,  which 
you  call  the  Prejbyterian  MeJJiah  ;  and 
to  the  gracious  Government  of  his  pre- 
fent  Majefty,  who,  during  fo  long  a 
R.eign,  has  never  encroached  on  the 
Liberties  of  his  People ;  to  his  prefent 
Majefty,  whole  brave  and  royal  Father 
you  have  vilely  reprefented  as  a  Ty¬ 
rant,  as  a  perfidious  and  ungrateful 
Monfter,  you  owe  the  Blefling  of  hav¬ 
ing  no  other  Puniftiment  for  your 
.  Crimes,  but  that  of  being  fined  the 
inconfiderable  Sum  of  five  Pounds,  of 
Handing  in  the  Pillory  at  Gharing-Crofs , 
of  being  imprifoned  in  the  King’s  Bench 

three 
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three  Years,  and  of  giving  Security  for 
your  good  Behaviour  for  feven  Years, 
yourfelf  in  a  Bond  of  Five  Hundred 
Pounds,  and  two  Sureties  in  no  more 
■  than  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds 
each.  That  it  is  no  worfe  with  you 
ought  to  be  the  Subject  of  your  Joy 
and  Gratitude. 

ft  f  / 

You,  Sir,  obferve,  that  cc  What  Evils 
cc  a  Stuart  on  the  Throne  of  England 
“  would  have  produced,  can  be  but  a 
<c  fpeculative  Confideration  at  prefent; 
cc  however,  it  may  be  perfect  y  dif- 
“  cerned  what  are  the  Bleffings  which 
<c  come  with  a  North-Eall  Wind  from 
cc  Germany ,  and  the  Effects  of  them  were 
<c  never  more  confpicuous  than  at  this 
<c  unparalleled  Moment  W’  The  Evils 
that  would  have  followed  by  having  a 
Stuart  Family  on  the  Trone,  are  how¬ 
ever  very  evident ;  and  you  have  Rev¬ 
lon  to  believe,  from  the  con  ft  ant  Prac¬ 
tice  of  that  Family,  with  Regard  to 
Offenders  like  you,  fome  of  thole  Evils 
might  now  have  rendered  you  in  a 
moft  miferable  Situation ;  and  of  the 

*  The  Sixth  Letter  to  the  People  of  England , 
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Bleffings  brought  by  the  North-Eaft 
Wind,  you  yourfelf  now  feel  the  Ef- 
fedts.  Rejoice  then  in  thefe  Bleffings, 
and  in  an  Event  that  has  fo  vilibly 
preferved  you  from  the  lowed:  Degree 
of  Mifery,  if  not  from  Death. 

But  I  would  not  purfue  this  Subjedl 
too  far.  I  will  not  fuppofe  you  have 
not  one  Spark  of  Honour;  and  if  you 
have,  your  Gratitude  to  the  prelent  Go¬ 
vernment  will  teach  you  how  to  adt : 
and  let  me  tell  you,  from  Experience, 
that  Gratitude  is  one  of  the  moll  plead¬ 
ing  Senfations  of  the  human  Mind. 

As  to  your  pall  Condudt :  You  are 
fenfibie,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  Man 
who  has  oppofed  the  Meafures  of  the 
Court,  has  always  affiuned  the  Name  of 
a  Patriot ;  and  that  you  have  not  been 
the  firffc  who  has  adorned  himfelf  with 
this  glorious  Title,  by  defaming  and  op- 
poling  the  moll  falutary  Meafures,  and 
luch  as  moll  evidently  tended  to  the 
Honour  and  Happinefs  of  the  Commu¬ 
nity. 

/ 

You  have  not  been  the  firll,  who,  for 
Want  of  Fadts,  have  invented  fuch  as 

G  are 
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are  mod  adapted  to  exafperate  a  free 
People;  and  that,  by  reafoning  upon 
thefe  fell-born  Chimeras,  have  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  fcatter  about  the  Seeds  of  Sedition, 
and  to  raife  a  general  Spirit  of  Difcon- 
tent. 

You  are  not  the  firft  that  has  pervert¬ 
ed  and  mifreprefented  Hifcory,  and  dif- 
guifed  known  Events  in  fuch  a  Manner, 
that  they  have  no  more  Relation  to 
Truth,  than  if  they  lprung  originally 
from  your  own  Brain,  and  were  origi¬ 
nally  the  Offspring  of  Falfhood. 

i 

You  are  not  the  firft  of  thole  who.  to 
fhew  their  Love  for  their  Country,  have 
abufed  all  Ranks  and  Orders  of  Men  \ 
who  have  thrown  Calumny  out  at  Ran¬ 
dom,  and  treated  crowned  Heads,  and 
even  their  own  Sovereign,  in  groffer 
Terms  than  they  would  dare  to  treat  a 
good  lufty  Porter. 

If,  therefore,  you  have  no  Ingenuity 
of  Mind,  your  not  being  (ingular  may 
afford  you  fome  Confolation, 

Though  many  of  your  Principles  have 
been  found  fallacious,  and  Experience 

has 
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has  all  along  fhewn,  that  but  little,  I 
{honld  rather  fay,  no  Regard  is  to  be 
paid  to  your  Arguments ;  yet  you  have 
as  much  Right  to  maintain,  propagate, 
and  perfift  in  your  Opinions,  as  any  other 
Man  who  aflerts,  with  equal  Afiurance, 
what  is  contradicted  by  all  Hiftory,  and 
by  daily  Experience. 

• f  M  •  •  v  •  - 

The  brave  King  of  Prujfia ,  who  in 
one  of  your  Letters,  (I  think  it  is  the 
fourth)  you  reprefent  as  a  little  infignifi- 
can  Prince,  unworthy  of  our  Alliance, 
has  ever  fince  triumphed  over  the  united 
Force  of  the  three  greateft  Powers  of 
Europe ,  affifted  by  the  Swedes. 

Our  throwing  off  ail  Connection  with 
what  you  infamoufly  call,  in  your  fixth 

Letter,  infatiate  Germans ,  and  EL- - n 

Harpies,  and  joining  with  France,  is  a 
Propofal  fo  repugnant  to  the  Dictates  of 
Common  Senfe,  that  there  is  not  a 
School-boy  that  can  read,  who  would  not 
laugh  at  the  Abfurdity  of  the  Propofal. 
And  this  Nation,  which  in  every  one  of 
your  Letters  you  have  reprefented  as 

mortgaged  to  H - r,  involved  in  the 

moft  difmal  Calamities,  by  the  prefent 
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Royal  Family,  and  on  the  Brink,  if  not 
already  in  the  Gulph,  of  Ruin;  this 
Nation,  I  fay,  which  you  have  fo  bafe- 
ly  defamed,  is  dill  a  brave,  a  flourishing, 
a  happy,  and  a  free  People.  Thanks 
to  the  Divine  Providence,  and  the  vigo¬ 
rous  and  Steady  Meafures  taken  by  his 
Majefty  and  the  prefent  Ministry,  we 
have  triumphed  over  France  in  the  moSt 
effectual  Manner ;  and,  by  ruining  her 
Navy,  taking  Cape  Breton ,  the  Illand  of 
St.  John,  and  becoming  Maflers  of  the 
River  Senegal,  in  Africa,  have  raifed  our 
Commerce  to  a  greater  Height  than 
ever  was  known  in  former  Ages.  In 
Short,  his  Majefty,  whofe  Connections 
with  thefe  Kingdoms,  you  with  fuch 
ASTurance  condemn,  is  Still,  in  fpite  of 
all  your  Efforts,  beloved  and  admired  by 
his  grateful  and  affectionate  People. 

You  fee,  therefore,  by  thefe  few  In- 
Stances,  the  little  EffeCt  your  Letters 
have  had,  and  many  more  I  might  eafily 
mention ;  therefore  in  cafe  you  Should 
repent  of  having  written  thefe  Pieces, 
and  of  the  innumerable  Falfhoods  they 
contain,  you  need  not  afflict  yourfelf 
too  much  from  your  Apprehension  of 
the  Mifchief  they  have  done.  This,  I 
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hope,  will  be  a  Subject  of  Confolation; 
and  I  give  it  as  a  proper  Motive  for 
Comfort. 

\ 

Rejoice  then  in  the  Lenity  of  thy 
Fate,  and  be  not  cad  down,  O  Shebbeare! 
Give  Way  to  the  Joy  of  thine  Heart, 
and  be  filled  with  Confolation.  Put  a- 
way  Bigotry,  a  Love  of  Slavery,  and  of 
Slave-makers.  Deteft  the  Memory  of 
thofe  Tyrants  who  have  ruled  with  a 
Rod  of  Iron,  and  love  thofe  Princes  who 
have  been,  and  thofe  who  are  dill,  the 
Patrons  of  Liberty,  the  Fathers  of  the 
Country,  and  the  Friends  of  jMankind. 
May  thy  Bread  be  filled  with  Wifdom 
and  Integrity,  and  may  Truth  and  Can¬ 
dour,  fweeter  than  Honey  or  the  Honey 
Comb,  flow  from  thy  Lips  and  thy  Pen; 
then  fhall  thy  Breath  be  as  fragant  as 
the  fpicy  Breezes  of  Arabia ,  and  the 
odious  Smell  of  Slander,  Defamation,  and 
Falfhood  fhall  be  forgotten.  Then  fhall 
Safety  and  Peace  compafs  thy  Steps,  and 
all  thy  Difgraces,  and  all  thy  Follies,  be 
hid  in  Oblivion. 


I  am,  &c. 


